BBA Looks to Future of the
Downtown Economy

Burlington’s downtown will get an
in-depth review with an eye towards
planning for the future thanks to the ef-
forts of the Downtown Partnership.
Members of the Downtown Partnership
have presented a resolution to City
Council requesting that it direct the Part-
nership to formally identify trends, is-
sues, gaps and recommendations for
our downtown by convening a public
process with downtown stakeholders
and presenting recommendations to the
City Council by September 1, 2008.

The Downtown Partnership was
formed in the late 1980’s as a public/

The Skinny Pancake Serves Up Green Drinks

Local Foods, sustainability, eco-focus; all terms more and more
businesses are thinking about these days. On a Tuesday night at the
Skinny Pancake you can get the chance to talk about these issues and
learn how local businesses are addressing them. Since last fall the
Skinny Pancake has been the location for “Green
Drinks” (www.greendrinks.org), a chance to enjoy local brews and talk
about environmental issues. The event is held on the last Tuesday of
each month from 5:30pm to 7:30pm at the Skinny Pancake’s 60 Lake
Street location.

Thanks to The Skinny Pancake, Burlington is one of over 300 cities
nationwide that have a Green Drinks event. These regular gatherings
are an opportunity to learn and explore how businesses and communi-
ties can become more eco-focused. The Skinny Pancake is a natural fit
for Green Drinks. The restaurant is dedicated to “everything local: lo-
cal culture, local music and of course local food and the farmers that
provide it;” according to its website.

Green Drinks events are free and open to the public.

Businesses and organizations such as Step It Up 2007 and Brighter
Planet have sponsored Green Drinks. Sponsors talk about their organi-
zation, present materials and pay for the first 25 beverages. The next
Green Drinks will take place on May 27®. Visit the Skinny Pancake at
60 Lake Street, Lake and College, Burlington or their website

www.skinnypancake.com to learn more.

private collaboration whose goal was to create a long term plan for the downtown. BBA, Burlington’s Community and
Economic Development Office (CEDO) and Church Street Marketplace were original members. The group published

two documents: Burlington: A Shared Vision in 1989 and Report of the Downtown Partnership: Recommendations for a

Healthy and Vital Downtown Burlington in 1990.

The City Council will vote on the resolution at its May 12" meeting. Should the resolution pass, the Downtown Part-

nership will begin work on revisiting its original “Vision” and “Recommendations” documents with an eye toward setting
a course for the coming decades for downtown Burlington.
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BBA Meetings &
Special Events

Thur June 5 ~
7:30am-9am:
Waterfront “Fam”
Tour, Spirit of Ethan
Allen I

Thur July 11 ~
7:30am-9am: July

e-Biz Opportunities,
Champlain College

Thur July 31 ~ BBA
Summer Social at

Echo Lake Aquarium
& Science Ctr. (ent)

For information and reserva-
tions call 863-1175, e-mail
bbavt@aol.com, or visit our
website: www.bbavt.org.

Happy Spring! SPRING
Burlington Business Association
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Welcome To the BBA

e Brent Raymond
Merrill Lynch

e Congressmen Peter Welch’s
Office

o Curtis Lumber

e Great Photographic Art
e Fletcher Free Library

e Murphy Sullivan Kronk
e The Skinny Pancake

visit www.bbavt.org for contact
information

BBA 30th Anniversary Dinner Shines

Seven Days, The Dudley H. Davis Student Center &
Gene Richards, III Honored with BBA Awards

The BBA celebrated its 30™ Anniversary with an eve-
ning of festivities at the Sheraton Burlington on April 9*.

The event kicked-off at 5:30 pm with a cocktail recep-
tion. On display were close to 100 silent auction items
which were generously donated by BBA members.

At 7:00 pm the program began in the Emerald Ball-
room with MC Dan Dubonnet of Hall Communications.

BBA Office Manager Denise Sortor takes a break to
greet P&P Cmmt Member Laura Bowe.

The nearly 400 guests sat down for dinner, while
Andréa Sisino, BBA Board Chair conducted the
business of the BBA Annual Meeting. Following
dinner, Lee Bodette of WOKO-FM became auc-
tioneer for the Live(ly) Auction. Bidding was on
the five auction items donated by Heritage Flight,

Pamela Polston and Paula Routly accept the Burlington Busi-
ness Award on behalf of Seven Days.

The Leopolds, Perrywinkles, Truexcullins,
Moonlight Lady, and Citi-SmithBarney.

The evening then moved on to presentation of
the BBA’s Annual Awards. The Burlington Busi-
ness Award was presented to Seven Days for their
significant contribution to the Burlington economy.
Dan Fogel, President of UVM accepted the Hertzel-
Pasackow Award for Architecture for its Dudley H.
Davis Student Center. Gene Richards, III was the 30" recipient of the Nathan Harris award; recogniz-
ing a business person who supports and gives back to Burlington.

The Millers & the McEwings enjoy the reception

Guests reported the event was a fitting celebration of the BBA’s 30" year. Many thanks go out to the
BBA'’s Annual Dinner Committee headed by co-chairs Becky Cassidy and Paula Coletti with much
support from BBA Office Manager Denise Sortor who worked so hard to make this a wonderful event.

Libby Harden Retires from BBA Board

Libby Harden, Vice President of Bennington Potters North retired from the BBA Board of Directors in April
2008 after six years and two terms of service. Her retirement and years of service to the BBA were acknowledged
at the BBA Annual Dinner on April 9.

Libby’s strong relationship with downtown Burlington and her deep knowledge of Burlington’s retail sector
will be missed on the BBA Board. Libby will continue to work on many of the important issues she tackled as a
BBA board member including: parking and transportation, graffiti prevention, downtown/waterfront coopera-
tion, and clean streets.
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Message from the
Executive Director's Desk

big part of what makes the BBA great.

So far, I really love the job. I hardly feel as if what I do each day
is work. I have the best Office Manager in the world, Denise Sortor.

In these past four months we’ve been working to bring you some
very special events. We began with the Holiday Social, then the Busi-
ness Summit and 30® Annual Dinner. We’ve been working hard to
address an issue important to members; parking and transportation
in Downtown Burlington. BBA members and staff were a part of an
important grass roots information effort on the Moran Redevelop-
ment. Our committees have been busy. And I have been reaching out
to members to learn about them, their business, and what they need

from the BBA.

Getting to Know the BBA

It has been more than four months since I took on the challenge
of working as your Executive Director. Since that time I have had
the pleasure of getting to know many of you and of getting to know
the BBA. What a fabulous organization. And what makes it so great
is the members. So many of you have leant a hand to help, worked
with me on special projects, offered words of encouragement and
support, and been understanding as I learn. Thank you. You are a

productive beginning; I

‘While it has been a successful and

the challenges we all face in the coming
months and the concerns we must ad- ‘
dress. Our retail members echoed the

nation with reports of a softer than usual

am mindful of

Christmas season. The economic news and rising gas prices have

created a climate of concern in the wider economy. What does the
Burlington Business community do in such times? We make it a pri-
ority to work even harder together; and to remain pro-active. As the
BBA Executive Director, I plan to be your resource for support, in-
formation, and creating cooperative efforts in the coming year. I plan
to keep the dialogue open and frequent so that together we can work
to keep the Burlington economy healthy and strong. We have all
been a part of creating something special here in Burlington. Let’s
work together to meet each new challenge.

The VT Business and Industry Expo Kicks Off May 21°

Come by the BBA Booth or Volunteer to Help-Out

The BBA will once again be in Booth 61A at the Annual Vermont Business Expo. The Expo
takes place once again at the Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center. This year’s dates are
Wednesday May 21% and Thursday May 22"¢. The BBA will be seeking volunteers to staff our
booth for both days. This is a great opportunity to spread the word about this great organiza-
tion and the work we do to promote the Burlington Economy. E-mail bbavt@aol.com or call
us at 863-1175 to learn about opportunities to volunteer.

Way to Go! Commuter
Challenge May 5-9"

The annual Way to Go! is a
weeklong event during which em-
ployers encourage their staff to use
cheaper, healthier and more earth-
friendly transportation. Participation
is easy. All you have to do is log on

Caleidoscope Launches New Website

BBA Member Caleidoscope
Communications has launched a
new website.

Since opening its doors in Janu-
ary of 2001, Caleidscope has pro-
vided businesses in Burlington and
beyond with voice and data commu-

nications

The Downtowner is solutions.
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Executive Director Verizon
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industry watchdog that helps clients
identify choices and make recom-
mendations for local and long dis-
tance voice services, internet and
data connectivity, and hardware ap-
plications to meet today’s changing
business technology needs.

According to Caleidoscope
President & CEO, Loretta Roby;
“‘with a new direction for our busi-
ness and a new message, we
needed to get the word out to our
fellow business owners.”

Caleidoscope used the services
of its Burlington neighbor, Legitify to
create and host its website. Accord-
ing to Roby, “Leqitify offers a unique
web solution that is price competi-
tive and innovative. We were sold at
our first meeting.”

Roby reports that Caleidoscope
is seeing a huge upside in being

to www.waytogovt.org or call Peter
Keating at Chittenden County Metro-
politan Planning at 802-660-4071 x14
and begin promoting it in your work-
place. Way to Go! provides bro-
chures, posters and tips.

The five winning employers will
be recognized at an awards ceremony
on June 5%,

During the 2007 challenge week,
1,881 commuters saved over 12,000
gallons of gasoline and 250,000
pounds of transportation pollutants.

able to use its website as a nimble
tool to effectively communicate what
it knows about the very fast moving
world of telecommunications. The
company is able to change any part
of its site 24/7; photos, blogs, vid-
eos, articles, links — anything
needed to help it get its message
across. “The beauty of it is that we
manage it ourselves”, states Roby.
Check out the new site at
www.mycaleidoscope.com.
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IT’S HAPPENING IN BURLINGTON
SPRING 2008 CALENDAR

Sat May 10 ~ Burlington Farmer’s  Sun May 25 ~ 19" Annual KeyBank
Market Opening Day ~ City Hall Vermont City Marathon
Park WWww.runvermont.org.

Sun May 11 ~ Mother's Day Brunch Thur May 29 ~ Mobius Annual
Cruise on the Spirit of Ethan Allen Statewide Mentoring Conference,
III Noon -2 PM 802-862-8300, Hilton Hotel ~

WWW.soea.com WWW.mobiusmentors.org

May 17—Sept 1 ~ ECHO Lake Fri May 30 - Sun Jun 8 ~ 25th An-
Aquarium Body Language: What nual Discover Jazz Festival World-
Moves You? Step into the fascinating renowned jazz, gospel and swing mu-
physics of human movement hands-  sicians in a variety of venues through-
on. www.echovermont.org out downtown Burlington. discover-
jazz.com

Sat May 17 ~ Kids Day Presented by
Burlington’s Parks & Rec Dep’t at Sat Jun 14 - Mon Jun 16 ~ LCI Fa-
Waterfront Park. Parade begins at ther's Day Fishing Derby Children
9:30 a.m. Crafts, games, exhibits and and adults as well as family groups
activities. www.enjoyburlington.vt.us may enter. Visit www.lciderby.com .

Fri Jun 27- Sun Jun 29 ~ Green
Mountain Chew Chew Food & Mu-
sic Festival 1lam - 9pm Friday and
Saturday, and 11am - 6pm Sunday.

Sun May 18 ~ UVM Commence-
ment ~ www.uvm.edu/~cmncmnt/

Mon May 19 ~ Ladies First Golf
Tournament Vermont National .
Country Club. The Ladies First Pro-  WV"W- greenmountainchewchew.com.
gram provides cervical and breast Sun Aug 3 ~ Lake Champlain
cancer screening to under-insured Dragon Boat Festival

women in Vermont. www.ridethedragon.org

LadiesFirstVT.org. On-going Concerts, Art & Events:
Vermont Symphony Orchestra
WWW.VS0.0rg

Thur May 22 ~ Greater Burlington
YMCA Annual Meeting and
Awards Dinner ~ 5:30 pm ~ Cham-
plain College’s IDX Student Center
ksutherland@gbymca.org

Firehouse Center for the Visual Arts
www.BurlingtonCityArts.com

Flynn Center for the Performing
Arts www.flynncenter.org

April 2008 * Volume 16 Issue 1

Local Motion Unveils New
High-Tech Trail Finder: for
Burlington and Beyond

Local Motion unveiled its new on-line
Trial Finder at an Earth Day press confer-
ence on Burlington’s Waterfront.

The project, two-years and 50 volun-
teers in the making, is designed to provide
users with dozens of maps of local hiking
and biking trails. The maps can be
downloaded and printed; allowing out-
door enthusiasts to navigate their way off
the beaten path throughout Burlington
and Chittenden County.

Volunteers mapped, photographed,
and GPS’ed over 75 trails for hiking, bik-
ing, in-line skating, and cross-country ski-
ing.

A visit to the Local Motion website
www.localmotion.org takes you to a link
to the Trail Finder right on the home
page. Once inside the
Trail Finder, you can click on dozens of
arrows that point to the mapped location
of paved, unpaved and walking only trails;
all conveniently color-coded. Click on one
of the icons at the top of the map and get
only trails for that activity. Click on the
arrow for Red Rocks Park and you can
select to zoom in on trail details. What
appears is a Google Maps image with the
walking trails draw on top. The map indi-
cates where facilities, overlooks and other
attractions are located.

Check out Local Motion’s new Trail
Finder. The service is free and a great way
to plan a day outdoors in and around Bur-
lington.

Thank You to These Member Organizations and Individuals for their Support of the BBA

BBA Sustaining Members

]
MAIN STREET
LANDING

Andréa Sisino, Chair
Phelan Fretz, Vice Chair
Sherry Prehoda, Treasurer

REM

Development
Company,LLC

Board of Directors

Marie Bouffard ~ Becky Cassidy ~ Paula
Coletti ~ Tim Halvorson ~ Dan Latcheran ~
Tom Leavitt, ~ Sparky Millikin ~ Fran
Mount ~ Jeff Nick ~ Kevin Owens ~ Chris
Reck ~ Lori Smith ~ Peter Straube

Supporting Members

The Burlington Free Press
Halvorson’s Upstreet Café
Hilton
JMM Associates
KeyBank
Sheraton Burlington
TD Banknorth
Truexcullins




